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THE WELCOME WEEKS 

 

1. LPC discovery (Quezon City) 

 

The Welcome Weeks has been essential both in terms of contents and adaptation. Having the 

possibility to take the time to discover more in details what is expected from the coach and how 

he has to behave with the Youth allowed me to better understand the pedagogy of LP4Y and 

also the objectives of my mission. 

 

I enjoyed a lot beginning the week with the discovery of another center of Manila, Quezon City 

as far as I am concerned. Of course, I did not understand every behaviors of Camille and Emma 

regarding the Youth, or at least I was thinking of acting differently as I was naturally more 

willing to say always “Yes”… To observe the coaches and to meet the Youth was a useful 

introduction to understand what is being coach. It also showed me that each day days never 

looks alike another and can be full of surprise. Despite the fix planning, Youth challenge your 

day-to-day organization. 

 

What I have learnt from these two days is that being a coach requires a lot of patience and a 

very good capacity to adapt to each Youth’s personality but also to each situation. It also 

reassured me to see how the coach is handling very well each situation and thus even with very 

different personalities. 

 

2. Slums discovery 

 

What a challenging experience! First, we were totally lost! We understood the purpose of it but 

it felt so intrusive to just go talk to people in the street. Something we are really not used to 

do… Our first hours was more about walking around the slum with many children following us 

and just saying “Hello” to people. But we had the chance to be invited by Jonathan to take a 

drink in his aunt’s Sari Sari. Talking with him and with friend made me realize how they were 

happy to share with us about Philippines, their life but also the foods. 

 

From this moment, it was so much easier to go to see people and take the time to talk or spend 

time with them. I would never though that my first karaoke will be in a slum with flights landing 

every ten minutes. During these two days, I had such an incredible moment with all the persons 

who gave me the chance to get to know them. 

 

We were in the middle of very poor and dirty places. We were astonished by the number of TV 

we saw in houses because of the precarity and poor living conditions. Many children have skin 

issues and seemed sick. Despite all these aspects, we felt so included by the persons leaving 

there and I have lived one of the most inspiring moment since my arrival in Manila. 

 

3. Entrepreneur House/Community life 

 

As the Entrepreneur House is in a popular barangay near slums I was expected very drastic 

changes in my living conditions. But the LPC of Manila are very well furnished in terms of 
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equipment: kitchen robots, private bedroom with bathroom, laundry. As volunteers are well 

installed, it is easier to adapt to small changes as the lack of water or the invasion of aunts. 

 

It was my first time living in community with so many other persons and I was very impressed 

to see that when everybody is willing to participate and help, the community life is going very 

well no matter the number we are. It also gave me the chance to meet all the other, new and 

current, volunteers and to discuss about our first impressions and apprehensions on the mission. 

 

4. Trainings 

 

The second part of the Welcome Weeks, more focus on the theory, have been quite intense. We 

received a lot to process. I found it essential to be well prepared for my mission and I really 

enjoyed doing it through case studies. In fact, it allowed me to realize that we are able to handle 

situations we are not used to know. 

 

I was really sensitive to the video portraits we have seen. We have sometimes no solution to 

offer of some situations the Youth are living and it is very hard to accept. After the videos, I 

was feeling very bad and little afraid to be surrounded by my feelings during the mission. It is 

really not easy to said no or to admit that we can’t help someone. 

 

 

THE GREEN VILLAGE 

 

 

1. The project 

 

I was expected an empty field with simple bamboo houses but the Green Village was beyond 

my expectation. I discovered a unique and living site, impressive bamboo construction as the 

bamboo dryer or the storage, all in harmony with the vegetation.  

 

As we were only with the Calauan team on Sunday, I discovered a whole new atmosphere on 

the first day of training. Between the workers, the Youth and the volunteers, it is always in 

activity. The Green Village is in constant evolution, since I am there, I have seen a lot of 

improvements. I am very glad to be part of this project which seems huge but after observing 

how fast it goes, I really believe in its success. 

 

 

2. Southeville 7, Site 2 

 

First impression of the Site 2 was to be a little scary of the kitchen… After spending two weeks 

in the one of the EH, it was really less comfortable. But the atmosphere of the community life 

and the team makes it very attractive. I had no hard time to adapt myself to the place and really 

liked my room even if I am still in the process of arranging it. 

 

It is not easy to join a team where people already know each other since several months but all 

volunteers really offered me a warm welcoming. There is a really good volunteers’ spirit and I 
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feel very comfortable to ask all the questions I have regarding the mission but also the everyday 

life in the Philippines. But I realize that living in community makes it harder to find time for 

yourself, especially as I prefer to spend time with people than by myself. But I need to take 

some time for myself, time is going so fast that I can’t always postpone. 

 

I am discovering the countryside life and all the positive aspect link to it: having the possibility 

to run in the morning, a closed relationship with the neighborhood, very lively streets. We can 

see that the people of the relocation sites have very poor conditions of living but they are always 

smiling! But even if we are trying to live with less, we still can see the gap with people of 

relocation site and we have to be careful on many aspects. 

  

 

3. Eco Construction 

 

I have started my mission alone since almost two weeks. Having a handover gave me the 

opportunity to take time to observe, to understand better the program and to meet the Youth. 

 

The Eco construction team is really involved and motivated in the construction of the GV. The 

managers are very implicated and concerned about their team, and they are really good support. 

I can see during managers’ meeting that they want to improve the organization of the team and 

are stressed to leave a team not full (only 8 Youth). There is a really good team spirit and they 

do not hesitate to tease each other. 

 

Regarding the work, it is hard to know how to help them as it is very technical and they are 

very autonomous. However, I noticed that they have difficulties to step back from the 

construction and to focus on the analysis, planning, and to anticipate the next challenges. 

 

As a new comer, I realized that I was not strict enough on the first week and they easily took 

advantage of it. Every day I learn more on how to behave, especially as each day is always 

different. It a real strength to live with other volunteers so I can ask my question. 

 

Regarding my organization, I have to manage my time between the Site 2 and the GV. As there 

is no internet on the GV, I need to work when I get home and it becomes very long days of 

work. But as Youth are going to LSPU twice a week, I just need to organize myself to take 

advantage of this free time.  

 

 

FIRST MONTH CONCLUSION 

 

I am so happy to be part of the Green Village project and very motivated by my mission as a 

coach of the Eco Construction program. It will be a challenging year as Youth are very 

unexpected and it won’t always be evident to know what is the best behavior to adopt. But it is 

what makes this experience amazing and so interesting! 

 


